Central bronchial displacement with large posterior pleural collections. Findings on the lateral chest radiograph and CT scans.
The central bronchi have a characteristic orientation and relation to each other on lateral chest radiographs and computed tomograms. Twelve patients with proven unilateral large pleural collections all demonstrated ipsilateral forward central bronchial displacement on their lateral chest radiographs. Each of the eight patients who had computed tomograms also had similar displacement. In a patient with a large area of opacity located in a posterior hemithorax, ipsilateral forward central bronchial displacement may be a clue indicating that the opacity represents a pleural collection.